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Figure 1: Génépis, emblematic high‑mountain species

First row, génépi habitats: rocky ridges that are sometimes unstable; rocky grasslands; scree slopes
and sandstone outcrops.
Second row, other species frequenting harvesting sites: a female and a young chamois (Rupicapra
rupicapra) nect to a site with A. eriantha; an alpine ibex (Capra ibex) next to a site with A umbelliformis;
a marmot (Marmota marmota) next to an A. glacialis plant.
Third row, génépi species: A. umbelliformis and A. glacialis; A. genipi ; A. eriantha ; A. umbelliformis.
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Box 1: The regulations for génépi harvesting in the French Alps: differences

between species and areas.

References for French legislation:
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Interviews with Harvesters
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Figure 2: Location of the study area and of some sites mentioned during interviews.
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Figure 3: Objectives and motivations of génépi harvesters, depending on harvesting steps (from [a]
to [g] – steps are detailed in the main text).

A large diversity of profiles and interactions with
regulations

15 

Table 1: Examples to illustrate how we place harvesters in the motivation triangle (only extreme
points of the gradient from 1 to 5 are presented to facilitate reading).

* Low importance is often noted in relation to the other motivations rather than in absolute terms: it is
rare for a harvester to say directly that a particular motivation is absent.
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Figure 4: Harvesters’ position between the three motivational poles we identified. 

The darker the dot corresponding to the interviewee, the more reliable the interpretation of motivations
based on interviews. There are no dots around the edges of the triangle because harvesting is a whole:
no motivation appears to be completely absent from the interviews.

16 

17 

Searching for Génépi in the Southern Alps: Dealing with Rules for Wild Plant ...

Journal of Alpine research|Revue de géographie alpine, 113-4 | 2025

9



18 

19 

20 

21 

Searching for Génépi in the Southern Alps: Dealing with Rules for Wild Plant ...

Journal of Alpine research|Revue de géographie alpine, 113-4 | 2025

10



22 

23 

24 

25 

Searching for Génépi in the Southern Alps: Dealing with Rules for Wild Plant ...

Journal of Alpine research|Revue de géographie alpine, 113-4 | 2025

11



26 

Relationships with the Territory and ‘Best Practices’
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